
 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

Meeting to be held on Wednesday 18th February 2015, at 7:30pm 

at Alvanley Village Hall 

 

1. Present 

2. Apologies 

3. Absentees 

4. Motion of no confidence (see over) 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

6. Matters arising and approval of minutes for 10th December 2014 

7. Business:  

a. The future of Harmers Wood  

b. Membership 

c. Wild flowers update 

d. Bird boxes update 

8. Any Other Business 

9. Date, time and place of next meeting  



MOTION FOR FRIENDS OF HARMERS WOOD TRUST (FoHWT) MEETING ON 18th FEBRUARY 2015 

PROPOSED BY PAUL MARSDEN, Member of FoHWT, 4th February 2015 

NO CONFIDENCE IN TREASURER AND OTHER TRUSTEES 

The Friends of Harmers Wood Trust is a rare charitable trust that exists to maintain an area of 

woodland and four historic sandstone quarries near to Helsby Hill. The Trustees have a duty of care 

to safely manage the woodland on behalf of the local community and ensure that the trees, fauna 

and flora are protected and sustained in the future in collaboration with local residents, local 

businesses, Mersey Forest and other local organisations. 

It is with regret that: 

1. The Chair, Mrs Audrey Davies who was a founding Trustee in 2005 has apparently been 

subjected to abuse and intimidation over the past few months by the Treasurer, Mr David 

Summers and Mrs Terrie Summers over a number of different issues. These include felling a 

tree listing at a dangerous angle and for arranging a new fence at the entrance to the main 

quarry to protect vulnerable people including those with physical and learning difficulties 

and young school children visiting the wood, following a request from a County Councillor. 

2. None of the other Trustees in spite of requests have investigated the allegations of abuse 

and intimidation and sought to ignore or play down the seriousness of the incidents. 

3. Mr David Summers has refused by phone and face to face to use protective personal 

equipment whilst undertaking work activities at Harmer’s Wood in contravention of health 

and safety regulations. Mr David Summers has opposed other safety fencing projects 

without any justifiable reason and seems to oppose any professional assistance. 

4. Mr David Summers alarmingly claimed that the FoHWT entire savings should be withdrawn 

and placed in a personal account whilst the trust change to Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation (CIO) status, which could have at best, damaged the reputation of the Trust. 

Notes that: 

1. Mr David Summers has apparently little understanding or knowledge of countryside matters 

and has damaged six silver birch trees by hammering metal staples into them. 

2. Mr David Summers as Treasurer has failed to provide an income and expenditure statement 

at any meeting of the Trust over the past year. 

3. Mr David Summers and Mrs Terrie Summers have left the UK on an extended holiday in 

Spain from January to April 2015 and failed to hand over the accounts, financial statements, 

chequebooks and other financial papers restricting activities of the Trust during this time. 

4. Mr David Summers put in writing his decision to resign due to the disagreements continuing 

and then withdrew his resignation. 

5. The Trust has descended into chaos with some Trustees focused on arguments and personal 

vendettas instead of managing the woodland and the trust for future generations. 

6. Mrs Audrey Davies, given these circumstances and on her doctor’s advice, is perfectly within 

her rights to refuse telephone and personal contact with Mr Summers, especially given it has 

caused her to be ill. 

Therefore, the Members of Friends of Harmers Wood Trust resolves to: 

1. Have no confidence in Mr David Summers, Mrs Terrie Summers, Mr Vincent Duff, Mr Colin 

Over and removes them immediately as Members, Trustees and if applicable, Directors 

permanently from Friends of Harmers Wood Trust. 

2. Calls upon the Chair, Mrs Audrey Davies to reorganise the Trust, identify new Directors and 

Trustees as required, and focus the Trust once again on sustainable management of the 

wood and quarries for the benefit of the local community. 


